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physical efficiency of this wonderful old man -whose youth
is so amazing. He could read a telling manifesto with vigour
and effect. Would he be able to reply with equal power to a
series of interrogations in an atmosphere to which he had
been a stranger for so many years ? Questions, by no means
all of them friendly, poured in upon Olemenceau from every
part of the Chamber. Prom his attitude towards Caillaux
and Malvy to his view of the League of Nations and his policy
'in regard to negotiations with the enemy, no point was missed
that might embarrass or irritate the statesman who had under-
taken to stand in the gap. He showed immediately that he
was fully capable of taking his own part. The fervour of the
new Prance was heard in every phrase of his crushing reply :

*; You do not expect me to talk of personal matters. I am
not here for that. Still, I have heard enough to understand
that * the criticisms upon me should make me modest. I
feel humble for the mistakes I have already made and for those
which I am likely to make. I do not think I can be accused
of having sought power. But I am in power. I hope it will
not be a misfortune for my country. You tell me I have
made mistakes. Perhaps you do not know the worst of them.
I am here because these are terrible times when those who
through all the struggle have loved their country more than
they knew see the hopes of the nation centred on them. I am
here through the pressure of public opinion, and I am almost
afraid of what it will demand of me, of what it expects of me.

" I have been asked to explain myself in regard to war aims,
and as to the idea of a League of Nations. I have replied in my
declaration,' We must conquer for the sake of justice.' That
is clear. We live in a time when words have great power,
but they have not the power to set fre3. The word * justice '
is as old as mankind. Do you imagine that the formula of a
League of Nations is going to solve everything ?

" There is a committee at the Ministry of Poreigu Affairs
evep. now preparing a scheme for a League of Nations. Among
its members are Ae most authoritative exponents of inter-
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